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Force, in August 1915 some 500 labourers had been
collected from the southern provinces of Egypt and
sent to Mudros. So successful was their work on that
island that further demands upon Egypt were made,
and at the date of the evacuation of Gallipoli the
Corps had attained a strength of nearly 3,000 men.
At this period the Army was beginning to have
clearer ideas upon the proper employment of the
attested soldier. In past campaigns he had been
required to handle supplies and stores, as well as to
fight. Wasteful as such procedure must always be,
at this juncture it was criminal: for there were
hardly enough British soldiers to fill gaps in the
fighting line. The Commander-in-Chief of the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force early had grasped the
implication of that painful truth, and in substituting,
whenever and wherever conditions allowed, the
unarmed Egyptian for the attested soldier, he raised
the effective rifle strength of his army. His plans were
aided by two factors. In the labour battalion
evacuated from Mudros, he possessed the nucleus of
a more extensive organization ; and in the agricultural
districts of the Delta he had at command a recruiting
area as yet untouched. Hitherto the labour had
come mainly from the southern provinces; and of
its quality there were no two opinions. That part
of Egypt breeds men of magnificent physique and
unrivalled capacity of endurance. While all forms of
manual work come alike to them, they excel in just
the type required then by the Expeditionary Force,
earth excavation. But from a military point of view
the Southern Egyptian, or the Saidi as he is familiarly
known, has two fatal defects. He will not contract
to serve an employer for a period exceeding three to
four months; nor will he renew his engagement until
his savings are exhausted. Such expressions as * the
duration of the War * are totally incomprehensible to